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We can say that DIECI now has a new home in Sochi, at the Autodrom circuit 
on the banks of the Black Sea. It was there on Sunday 30 April that the Rus-
sian Grand Prix was held, which unfortunately saw (OK so we’re Ferrari fans) 
Mercedes’ Valtteri Bottas take the chequered flag ahead of Sebastian Vettel 
and Kimi Raikkonen for Ferrari.
The Sochi circuit is one of the longest in the championship (almost 6 km) to-
gether with those of Spa-Francorchamps, Baku and Silverstone, and snakes 
past futuristic buildings constructed for the 2014 Winter Olympics, such as 
the Bolshoy Ice Dome and the Fisht Olimpic Stadium, which define the skyline 
of the circuit.
But this year, the circuit will also feature the yellow and black livery of DIECI 
machines, which will be providing a recovery and rescue service throughout 
the racing season. No fewer than 12 machines (including ten Zeus 37.7s and 
two Dedalus 30.7s) have been sent to Sochi, complete with a new two-tone 
livery specifically designed for the mission and which is no less spectacular 

return to

than the multicoloured styling of the Formula 1 cars.
The vehicles are operated by TES GROUP, one of DIECI’s official dealers in 
the Russian Federation, which also provides a team of 16 people (14 ope-
rators and two service technicians) to support the track marshals along the 
route and operate the machines, which are strategically located and ready to 
intervene. The Sochi Circuit is made up of no fewer than 12 left-hand turns 
and only six right-hand turns (some of which are 90° corners), with very high 
stepped kerbs that test tyres, brakes and aerodynamic surfaces to the limit, 
not to mention the posteriors of the drivers! Considering the circuit’s challen-
ging characteristics and the fierce battle between Ferrari and Mercedes at 
the top of the F1 rankings, the likelihood of the rescue vehicles being called 
into action was very high! And so it turned out. The recovery teams were 
involved in small routine interventions during the practice sessions, but it was 
during the race that all the efficiency, readiness and speed of the team and 
equipment were put under the spotlight. After a lightning getaway by Bottas, 
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the two Ferrari cars led the chasing pack in hot pursuit of the Mercedes driver.
In the tussle that followed, Haas’ French driver Romain Grosjean collided with 
Jolyon Palmer’s Renault at the second corner, sending both of them spinning 
against the barrier. The two drivers emerged unscathed, albeit with their pride 
dented, but the accident brought out the safety car and caused the tempo-
rary suspension of the race.
In the space of a few minutes, the Zeus 37.7 machine positioned in the esca-
pe route, at the exit of the corner, hitched up and carried off the two cars, 
while marshals removed dangerous fragments from the track. Watching the 
TV coverage, it was impossible not to notice the cool-headed and effectively 
drilled operators, who in a very short time and under great pressure, enabled 
the race to resume.
While the Renault car was fairly easy to recover, being directly in front of the 
escape route, the Haas car could have posed more problems as it was pres-
sed up against the barrier on the straight, dangerously close to the cars still 
on the track, which were zigzagging to keep their tyres warm.
But thanks to the Zeus and the team’s professionalism, this problem was also 
resolved in a matter of seconds. Sochi hosts many other sporting events in 
addition to Formula One: the TES GROUP team will stay in Sochi throughout 
the 2017 season for all other races held at the Autodrom, including Formula 
3, Formula 4, Endurance and Max Power Cars competitions, to name just a 
few. Further evidence of the passion for motoring that unites DIECI with the 
kaleidoscopic world of racing.
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The Hungarian Grand Prix is the 11th race of the 2017 Formula One World 
Championship and will be held on 30 July.
The race, which will be staged on the Hungaroring circuit on the outskirts 
of Budapest, has always been considered one of the most demanding by 
spectators and drivers, due to the extremely hot conditions during the race 
weekend and the succession of twists and turns with few places for overta-
king that test the cars and drivers to the limit. The challenge is further com-
pounded by the circuit’s dusty surrounds and lack of general use throughout 
the year, which have contributed to the circuit’s notorious reputation following 
numerous accidents in recent years. Thankfully, most of the mishaps were 
spectacular but not too serious for the drivers.
One exception was the dramatic incident involving Felipe Massa during a 
qualifying session in 2009, when a bouncing spring shed from Rubens Barri-
chello’s car struck Massa’s helmet at 280 km/h, causing serious injuries that 

at the
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left him sidelined for a year. On such a tough circuit, safety and accident pre-
vention are top priorities for race organisers. Consequently, this year Verbis 
Kft (one of DIECI’s official dealers in Hungary), has again supplied two DIECI 
vehicles (an Agri Plus 40.7VS and an Agri Star 37.7) as part of the rescue and 
recovery team for the Hungarian GP.
Unlike other circuits, where car recovery is managed directly by the organi-
sers, at the Hungaroring this service is entrusted to an external association, 
which is annually supplied with machines free of charge for promotional pur-
poses.
Previously in 2015, Verbis owner Peto Vilmos provided an Agri Max and an 
Agri Pivot, which were used not only during the Hungarian Grand Prix but 
also during the WTCC (World Touring Car Championship), as well as other 
motorcycle events staged on the Hungarian track.
This year the machines will be driven by Mr Vilmos himself and his colleague 

Lajos Kiss, who share the same passion and years of experience on Hunga-
rian circuits.
Their job involves keeping abreast of continuous updates to regulations, 
emergency protocols and even technical innovations to the cars, which ac-
cording to data provided by the FIA (the International Automobile Federation) 
are cornering 40% faster on average this year. It might seem like an insignifi-
cant statistic, but it nevertheless affects the whole organisation of races and 
rescue operations.
Whatever the result on 30 July, we’ll be rooting for the Italians, whether they’re 
sporting Ferrari’s red livery or the yellow and black colours of DIECI!
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At Jerez de la Frontera and Le Mans, followed by Mugello, Barcelona, Assen 
and throughout the remainder of the 2017 MotoGP season, a Samson 75.10, 
one of the flagship machines in DIECI’s industrial telescopic handler range, is 
fulfilling a valuable support role.
The standard machine delivers outstanding power, strength, speed and pre-
cision of movement...but unlike other Samsons, this one is blue! The machine 
belongs to the SUZUKI ECSTAR MotoGP team and sports the same livery as 
the motorbikes of team riders Andrea Iannone and Alex Rins.
The Samson will follow the team cortège as it travels to circuits around the 
world and will be used for loading and unloading equipment and materials. Its 
five-man operating team has attended training courses organised by DIECI, 
leading to the award of licences that enable them to operate the machine.
As part of the after-sales services offered to its customers, DIECI organises 
an average of two training sessions per month, involving around 200 people 
a year, 70% of whom come from abroad.
Given that MotoGP is the highest performance category in motorcycle ra-
cing, it makes total sense that the SUZUKI ECSTAR team has chosen to tour 
the world with a machine that represents the best of the best in telescopic 
handlers!

takes on
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And at Jerez, the Samson was immediately called into action.
In addition to unloading all the racing hardware (motorbikes, tyre sets, fuel, oil, 
etc.), the machine was used to assemble the Suzuki team’s new paddock. 
The structure consists of two trailers and three fully equipped containers hou-
sing a mobile workshop, telemetry, meeting room, drivers’ rooms and a re-
laxation area with a veranda on the second floor of the structure, from where 
the crew and guests can watch the races unfold.
Thanks to Samson, the technicians took just five hours to assemble the struc-
ture ready for the qualifying session!
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Birmingham’s NEC is the UK’s largest exhibition centre, spanning over 
20,000m2, hosting 160 shows and exhibitions and attracting over five million 
visitors every year. Among the annual events hosted by the NEC are Autosport 
International, Europe’s largest motorsport show, where over 600 companies 
from around the world present their best products to tens of thousands of 
visitors. The NEC is also the place where fans can see their dream cars, meet 
their idols and attend live races and demonstrations. A wonderland where 
impossible dreams sometimes do come true. And so it proved at the 2016 
edition: the Williams Martini Racing team decided to bring along its motorho-
me (the one it has used for all European Grand Prix since 2014 and which is 
normally off-limits to the public) and open it to visitors for the duration of the 
event. To call it a motorhome is something of an understatement, given that it 
is an eight-meter high modular prefabricated structure equipped with all the fa-
cilities of a real building (running water, gas, air conditioning, Wi-Fi, bathrooms 
and showers, etc.), containing not only the offices of Frank and Claire Williams, 
but also several meeting rooms, a fully equipped kitchen and a well-stocked 
bar (which obviously serves well-made Martinis), as well as private accommo-
dation for drivers Felipe Massa and Lance Stroll. Twelve trucks are needed to 
transport the motorhome, whether to the NEC or to European races: ten for 
the modules that comprise the structure, one for their contents and one con-
taining the Hercules 190.10 needed to assemble them. The motorhome struc-
ture is fully wired and equipped with all the hydraulic and electrical connections 

A for the

Motorhome

and everything else needed to make the structure inhabitable and operational 
within a short space of time.
In order for the systems to work properly, the modules have to be coupled to-
gether very carefully, which is where our 190.10 machine comes in: designed 
for heavy-duty work, the Hercules not only offers a muscular 129 kW output, 
but also the precision and delicacy needed to perfectly align the various mo-
dules, making an otherwise lengthy and complex job that much easier and 
quicker. You can watch the video showing every step of the assembly process 
on YouTube and on our Facebook page (link: https://www.facebook.com/Die-
ciItaly). They certainly earned themselves a Martini after that job!

To write to DIECI Magazine:
e-mail: info@dieci.com

Editing and Artwork
Propago comunicazione
e-mail: info@propago.it

Editors: Roberto Bigliardi and Michele Becchi


